Abington Heights Forensic Team Constitution
(for Students and Parents)
MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Abington Heights Forensic Team, in partnership with the school, parents, and the community, is to promote exemplary oratorical and dramatic skills, and to foster a love of speaking, self-expression and honorable teamwork for middle and high school students.  Encouraging students through teaching, competition and team activities, the AHHS Forensic Team builds the effective public speaking skills deemed necessary for success in their future endeavors.

GRADES & ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE:

*The Forensic Team is philosophically an educational activity first and a competitive activity second.  Students are expected to maintain academic success while a part of the Forensic Team.  Failure to do so will result in suspension from team activities and potential removal from the team.  Students’ grades will be monitored every few weeks.  If a problem occurs, it will be handled on an individual student basis so that improvements can be made.   

CONDUCT & ATTITUDE:

*Any team member with conduct unbecoming of the Forensic Team- at a tournament or in school- may be suspended or removed from the team depending on the offense.  This includes practice and tournament conduct, and anything that is a school policy violation even if the violation is not related to forensics.
*All team members will conduct themselves with proper, respectful behavior- acting in accordance with all school policies at team activities/tournaments.
*Team members are to be examples of kindness, leadership, and good sportsmanship.
*Team members will always do their best at practice and in competition, setting a good example for their peers.  

*Team members will help each other through peer teaching, mentorship and collaboration.

*Team members will be respectful of other competitors, judges, coaches, chaperones, etc.
*Team members will be gracious winners as well as gracious losers.
*Team members will be on time- and where they are supposed to be at practice and at competitions.
*Team members will dress appropriately for competition.  
*Team members will act in such a way that they are a credit to themselves, their parents, their school, their coach and their team.
ATTENDANCE AT PRACTICES:

*Students are required to attend weekly practices.  Practice and effort are fundamental to success and missing practice without a legitimate excuse is not permitted.  Students failing to communicate with the coach and repeatedly missing practices will be suspended from team activities/competition and may be removed from the team if improvements are not made.  

Legitimate excuses for missing practices are as follows: 



1. Medical reasons/doctor visit



2. Family crisis/emergency



3. Pre-scheduled work commitments 



4. Pre-planned family functions 

In any instance, the student must speak with the coach ahead of time.
*Students are responsible for finding their own rides home PROMPTLY after practice.  

ATTENDANCE AT TOURNAMENTS:
*Students who commit to a tournament and back out after registration deadlines have passed, fail to communicate that they are NOT able to attend a tournament until registration deadlines have passed and/or fail to show up for a tournament without a legitimate excuse are responsible for any registration, penalty drop fees, and hired judge costs incurred from the lack of communication.  Students may not compete in another tournament until all fees are paid.  *These fees range from $50.00 to $100.00 and can be even higher on some occasions.  *Students must be very careful and communicate clearly and often with the coach.    
Legitimate excuses for not showing up on the day of a tournament are as follows:
1. Dire illness
2. Dire family emergency
3. County travel ban on the roads due to severe weather

ATTENDANCE AT TRAVELING OR OVERNIGHT TOURNAMENTS:

*Students will be selected to attend overnight tournaments based on numerous factors.  Among these are student readiness, past behavior, judging requirements, maturity level, available funds and transportation availability.  Only students who have demonstrated unwavering responsibility and dedication to the team and their event preparation will be allowed to attend overnight tournaments.  Often, these tournaments require a degree of maturity that newer members of the team have not yet achieved.  The coach reserves the right to decide which team members have demonstrated the prerequisite readiness, trustworthiness, and maturity to attend these tournaments.  Students and parents must respect the coach’s decision.  Any misconduct at a tournament is unacceptable and depending on the nature of the offense, could result in suspension from the team, or more severe disciplinary actions on the part of the school administration.

*Basic Traveling Rules:

1. Students will be where they are expected to be when they are expected to be there.


2. Students will respect all curfews.


3. Prior to curfew, students will be in rooms designated to the AH Forensic Team ONLY.  

4. Prior to curfew and when visiting with other members of the team, doors to hotel 
rooms will remain open at all times.

5. After curfew, students will be in their designated rooms with their assigned 
roommates only.

6. Students will respect the rules of all coaches/chaperones/parent drivers, etc.


7. Students will bring all competition materials and come prepared to do their best.


8. Students will be flexible with traveling schedules, rooming assignments, tournament 

rules, dining arrangements, etc.

*Overnight tournaments are often spread out at multiple locations.  Students may have to travel to these locations by themselves via walking or riding a shuttle bus with other competitors.  It is important for parents and team members to understand that though every effort will be made to have an adult chaperone accompany each student, this may not be logistically possible.  *Parents that are concerned with the reality of these tournament logistics should communicate with the coach immediately at the start of the season to work out traveling details.  Parents are allowed to accompany students to competitions, but must pay for their accommodations/traveling costs/etc.  They are responsible for transporting themselves to and from the tournament.  Students must travel with the team.  If arrangements cannot be accommodated, students should refrain from attending overnight tournaments.  

*Efforts will be made to experience the surrounding cities/locations associated with overnight tournaments, but students, parents, and judges must understand that the first and primary purpose for attending an overnight tournament is to engage in educational competition, practice communication skills, and learn through both the process of competition and viewing others compete.  Students not advancing to the second day of competition (or elimination rounds) are expected to be in rounds watching either their teammates or others in their own event.  Invaluable speech & debate experience is gained from observing, taking notes, and participating as a spectator in competition round- especially at larger and/or national tournaments.  *Students will not be allowed to independently leave the competition setting to “see the sights” or “experience the city” where the competition is located while the competition is going on- especially while other teammates may be competing.  Whole team outings will be discussed/planned in advance (prior to attending the tournament) and everything is subject to change based on the reality of the demands and logistics of the actual tournament.
CHAPERONE/JUDGE REQUIREMENTS & RESPONSIBILITIES:

*Chaperones and/or judges are also committed to remain for the duration of the tournament unless prior arrangements have been planned and approved by the coach.  Judges fulfill a crucial role on tournament days and essentially allow for our students to compete.  We have a responsibility to support the tournament with judges depending on the number of students our team brings to a competition.  Judges who do not report for scheduled judge call/round times may cause the team/program to incur serious fines.  These fines are the responsibility of the judge to pay; the program will accept no responsibility for the payment of these fines.  More importantly, however, failing to show up for a scheduled judge call/round reflects poorly on our team/program and students at a tournament and at future tournaments.  Potential judges and chaperones must understand that forensic tournaments are often long and arduous events, lasting from early in the morning to late in the evening.  Often, scheduling times, tournament venues, and other requirements change.  Such changes are out of the coach’s control and cannot be predicted.  Judges and chaperones must make plans to accommodate their dietary, scheduling, etc. needs ahead of time.  Judges and/or chaperones must also understand their roles during a tournament experience (single day or overnight).  Judges/chaperones are not to deviate from previously scheduled/agreed upon plans.  This includes traveling off campus individually or with students without the coach’s prior knowledge and approval.  Student safety is always a paramount concern and deviations from a pre-established plan introduce unnecessary safety risks.  Flexibility, cooperation, and communication are crucially important.  The coach’s discretion prevails.  
TRANSPORTATION:
*When it is available, students must take the bus/van (traveling with the team) to the tournament where they are competing.  No student will be allowed to leave a tournament early unless a written permission request is given to the coach prior to the tournament.  The request for early dismissal must be approved by the coach.  No student will be allowed to leave with anyone but his/her legal guardian unless specific written permission is given and approved by the coach in advance.  
(Extenuating circumstances and emergencies will be taken into consideration.)
*When school transportation is not provided, students must ride in the vehicle they are assigned to for the duration of the tournament.  Students must be respectful riders during the process.  
*Parent driver/chaperones must stick to the predetermined route to and from the competition and may not deviate from it (except in the case of an emergency).  Although drivers do not have to follow directly one after the other, they must stay in a general group.  Drivers must adhere to all published rules of the road including speed limits, seatbelt laws, etc.  Drivers are responsible for taking the same students to and from a tournament.  

DRESS CODE:

*Male students are expected to wear black, navy or grey suits and collared, button-down shirts.  Black, navy or grey slacks with a coordinating jacket will also be accepted.  Appropriate ties are mandatory.

*Female students must wear a dress, suit or coordinating dress slacks and jacket.  Colors must be solid in nature and not distract from the performance.  Collared button-down or scoop neck shirts under the jacket must also be solid in nature and cover the collarbone.  When wearing a skirt, appropriate, neutral colored pantyhose is required.  Tights with designs are not permitted.  Bracelets, long necklaces, oversized rings, loud nail polish, giant earrings, etc. OR anything that could make noise or be distracting during a performance is not acceptable.  Religious/medic alert jewelry is acceptable.  

*For all competitors: Hair must be pulled out of the eyes and firmly secured during competition.  Hair colors that do not reasonably occur in nature are also prohibited as they distract from one’s overall performance. 

*For all competitors: Appropriate, professional shoes are mandatory.  They must cover the toe and be free from distractions (squeakiness, excessively high heels, loud colors, etc.), be reasonably comfortable for a long day of competition and be clean.  Flip-flops, sandals, etc. are not permitted.

*The coach will decide, prior to departing for the tournament, whether or not attire is acceptable for competition.  Students who do not follow the competition dress code could be removed from the tournament and would be required to pay all associated judge, registration and drop fees.  

EARNING AN AHHS VARSITY LETTER in FORENSICS:

*To achieve a varsity letter on the AHHS Forensic Team students must: 

1. faithfully attend practices and local tournaments throughout the season- missing 
    only for excused absences.

2. earn membership within the National Forensic League Honor Society and meet all 
    of the requirements of said membership as designated by the National Forensic 
    League.

3. achieve a minimum of 50 points within the National Forensic League Honor 
    Society.

4. uphold the mission statement of the AHHS Forensic Team, displaying exemplary 
    character, sportsmanship, leadership and dedication to the team.

5. adhere to all school rules and regulations for extra-curricular activities. 

*To achieve a varsity letter for subsequent years on the AHHS Forensic Team students must continue to abide by points 1, 3, 4, and 5 as stated above.
COMPETITION MATERIALS & CONTROVERSIAL DEBATE TOPICS:

*Students may at times address controversial issues.  In the rhetorical events, such as congress, extemporaneous speaking and debate, the issues are sometimes of a controversial nature.  Students may discuss issues like abortion, capital punishment, etc. If at any time, a parent or student is opposed to debating on a planned issue (due to religious or moral beliefs, etc.), the student does not have debate the topic.  This decision is made by the parent and the student and must be communicated to the coach immediately so other competition opportunities can be explored.  

*The AH Forensic Team will not prohibit the use of excerpts from published works simply because the work in its entirety could/would be deemed inappropriate for use in the classroom; however students are required to edit and eliminate any and all topics/words/profanity, etc. that could/would be considered inappropriate/unacceptable for presentation within the classrooms of a middle/high school.  The coach reserves the sole right to reject a piece of literature because the selection or the majority of the selection is deemed inappropriate for high school performance, does not have a viable or healthy universal theme for high school performance, or does not reflect team values.  This decision is akin to any other form of coaching decision in sports, etc.  Forensic team members must adhere to the coach’s decisions when selecting and cutting a piece of literature to present just as students on a basketball team do not have the option not to wear the team’s chosen uniform.  This is not an issue of censorship, but rather team policy.  Students are free to read the literature they and their parents choose, but using it in competition is a different matter and the coach reserves the right to exercise this policy with the backing of the HS administration. 
*The AH Forensic Team (coach, etc.) has no control over the content of presentations made by students from other schools at tournaments and, therefore, cannot control what AH students may hear that may be in direct contradiction to the standards established for their own presentations. 

COMMUNICATION:

*Text messaging between coach and students or between coach and parents is prohibited in every case EXCEPT while traveling at a tournament.  In this case, text messages are only allowed if/when the coach or parents/judges are in rounds judging and cannot appropriately answer the phone.  Messages should only be sent in the case of an emergency or to communicate crucially important information at the time.  

*For matters of safety and logistics, all students will have the coach’s cell phone number- as well as the numbers of the chaperones/parents attending a team event.  Students will also have the numbers of their teammates.  The coach and parents/chaperones will have all numbers as well.  These numbers are not to be shared for purposes other than tournament/team communication.

*Consistent communication/check ins, etc. are required throughout tournaments and team events (whether via phone or in person).  Student safety demands this requirement.

GENERAL REMINDERS:

*All school rules and regulations contained in the AHHS Student Handbook also apply to the Forensic Team Constitution.

*Students must obey all rules governing the use of tobacco, alcohol and foreign substances as set forth by school district policy.  Violations of these policies will result in immediate disciplinary action on the part of the school administration, suspension from the team, parental notification, and could result in permanent removal from the team.


CONSTITUTION CONTRACT 2014-2015
Please fill in the information below.  Forensic Team participation depends of the signing of and adherence to this Constitution.  
I, ______________________________, along with my parent(s)/guardian(s), have read and do understand the Constitution and all of its stipulations regarding behavior while attending and competing in forensic tournaments.  I understand my responsibilities as a member of the Forensic Team.  I will adhere to the above rules, as well as try to compete at my best and have fun in the process.  

Student Signature: _______________________________


Date: _____________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________

Date: _____________

*This form is valid for one year following the signature date.
